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intended to use the Papal power in his service,
and he was as convinced as Wolsey had been that
the fire of Henry's passion would die down be-
fore he need have cause to fear the power of the
English King again. For Henry's curiously com-
plex mind, his ability to square his conscience with
the most glaring inconsistencies, to conform out-
wardly with moral law while inwardly gratifying
his own appetites, and, above all, his capacity to
let the chance of regal glory go for what Clement
or Wolsey would have regarded as a whim of the
flesh, were outside the pale of Clement's under-
standing.

So against Henry's conscience the Pope set up
his own ; and these two men, who had gambled
with the blood of thousands, each tried to outdo
the other in conscientiousness. Neither of them
fooled Europe, but Henry very probably fooled
himself. Still, although the Pope would not
annul the marriage outright, he was anxious to
gain time. He granted a court to try the case,
and despatched Campeggio to sit with Wolsey in
judgement. He preserved the right of appeal to
himself, however, and so saved his face in the
eyes of both King and Emperor. In spite of
Henry's haste, he and Anne were pleased with
the result^ as they had not expected as much ;
and the letters that passed between Anne and
Wolsey at this time breathed a true spirit of
friendliness. Whether or no the Cardinal realised
that he was beginning to tumble from the lofty